Tracks Across the Tallgrass: A Deep Dive into
Amtrak Stations in lowa

e uns daily between Chicago and Emeryville, California, with five lowa
stops—Burlington, Mount Pleasant, Ottumwa, Osceola, and Creston. Known
for its spectacular Rocky Mountain and Sierra Nevada views, the Zephyr is
considered one of the most beautiful train rides in the country.

e Southwest Chief: Linking Chicago and Los Angeles, this line features one
lowa stop in Fort Madison. The route cuts through the American Southwest,
offering a cultural and geographical cross-section of the country.

Each of lowa’s stations is uniquely connected to one of these historic lines, providing
passengers with the ability to board in a small Midwestern town and disembark in a
coastal metropolis.

The Amtrak Stations in lowa: Town by Town

Let’s take a closer look at each of lowa’s six Amtrak stations—from restored depots
to minimalist platforms—and the communities they serve.

Fort Madison Station (FMD)

Route: Southwest Chief
Address: 902 20th Street, Fort Madison, IA
Depot Type: Restored Santa Fe Mission Revival Depot

Fort Madison’s beautifully restored depot is more than a train station—it’s a
celebration of lowa’s railway heritage. Sitting proudly along the Mississippi River, this
station serves as a cultural touchpoint with its architectural beauty and proximity to
historic Fort Madison.

Amenities:

e ADA accessible

e |ndoor waiting area



e Parking and restrooms available

Nearby Attractions: Old Fort Madison, Riverview Park, historic downtown

Burlington Station (BRL)

Route: California Zephyr
Address: 300 S. Main Street, Burlington, IA
Notable For: Panoramic river views

Positioned along the eastern border of lowa, Burlington’s station provides immediate
access to the Mississippi River and one of the most photogenic views on the entire
Zephyr line. While minimal in structure, the platform is near downtown attractions,
including Snake Alley and a vibrant arts scene.

Features:

e Shelter with seating
e Partial ADA compliance

e Nearby public parking

Tip: Plan time to walk the riverwalk or explore the local art galleries.

Mount Pleasant Station (MTP)

Route: California Zephyr
Address: 418 N. Washington Street, Mount Pleasant, IA
Unique Tie-In: Old Threshers Reunion

Mount Pleasant’s station is a vital stop during lowa’s annual Midwest Old Threshers
Reunion, which brings in crowds from across the region. The station itself is a simple
platform shelter, but its importance to the community—and to tourists—is
undeniable.

Basic Info:

e Qutdoor shelter



e Limited accessibility

e Nearby parking

Event Highlight: Visit in late summer for a ride into history during the Old Threshers
event.

Ottumwa Station (OTM)

Route: California Zephyr
Address: 210 W. Main Street, Ottumwa, I1A
Defining Feature: Integrated historical museum

The Ottumwa station stands out as one of the few Amtrak stations that double as a
museum. Home to the Wapello County Historical Museum, this facility offers
passengers a chance to absorb local history while waiting to board.

Amenities:

e ADA accessible
e |Indoor seating and restrooms

e Museum exhibits on-site

Why Visit: Ideal for families and history enthusiasts looking to learn while they
travel.

Osceola Station (OSC)

Route: California Zephyr
Address: 201 S. Main Street, Osceola, 1A
Strategic Advantage: Closest station to Des Moines

Osceola’s station is a crucial hub for central lowa, especially since Des Moines lacks
direct Amtrak service. With a traditional Prairie-style design and basic facilities, it
remains one of the busiest in the state.

Key Features:



e Enclosed waiting room
e Long-term parking

e ADA compliant

Travel Tip: Arrange transportation to/from Des Moines in advance, as local transit is
limited.

Creston Station (CRN)

Route: California Zephyr
Address: 116 W. Adams Street, Creston, |A
Historic Gem: 1899 Romanesque Revival depot

While Amtrak passengers today use a more modern platform nearby, Creston’s
original 19th-century depot is a masterclass in Romanesque Revival design. The
building now serves city offices but continues to remind visitors of the grandeur of
early railway travel.

Highlights:

e Accessible platform
e Ample parking

e Beautiful historic depot adjacent

Best For: Photography lovers, architecture enthusiasts, and nostalgic travelers

Station Comparison Table

Station Route Indoor ADA Parkin Historical
Waiting  Accessible g Significance
Fort Southwest Yes Yes Yes Restored Santa
Madison Chief Fe Depot
Burlington  California No Partial Yes Scenic
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Riding the Rails in lowa: Things to Know

e Timetable: Each station is served once daily in each direction. Plan
accordingly.

e Book Ahead: Seats are limited, especially during holidays and events like Old
Threshers.

e Use the Amtrak App: Keep track of your ticket, boarding time, and real-time
train status.

e Accessibility Varies: Not all stations are fully ADA accessible. Check before

you go.

e Travel Light: Since many stations are unstaffed, luggage assistance may not
be available.

lowa’s Rail Future: Room to Grow

There’s rising interest in expanding Amtrak services in lowa, especially to major
population centers like Des Moines, the Quad Cities, and Dubuque. While these
routes are still in proposal stages, federal funding and public demand could make

them a reality in the coming years.

If these expansions proceed, more lowans will gain access to the convenience and
sustainability of train travel, connecting even more communities to the nation’s
broader network.



Final Thought: Let lowa’s Railroads Be Your Roadmap

From restored depots to platform shelters overlooking the Mississippi, the amtrak
stations in iowa offer a journey unlike any other. They aren’t just places to catch a
train—they're portals to history, culture, and scenic splendor.

Whether you're headed west to the Rockies or east to the Windy City, lowa’s Amtrak
stations remind us that great travel doesn’t have to start in a crowded airport.
Sometimes, the best adventures begin with the sound of a train whistle in a small
town depot.
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